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Chrigtian Maretage.®

[Printed by Reguest.]

“ITHERE WAS A MARRIAGE IN CANA OF GALILEE
AND JESUS WAS cALLEDp.” St John IL 1,2,

o LAT Jesus should have begun his
public ministry, with the manifesta-
tion of the Father’s glory, in thig
particular way is most significant.
He did not begin like a philosopher by drawing an
imaginary picture of some Utopia, nor like a
reformer by the reorganization of the Church,
but like a son be began with the family.

The old Hebrew tradition, on which Jesus had
been nurtured, said that in the beginning God
revealed himself to man in a marriage. That
when, in the Garden of Eden, He had separated the
man from all animal life, showing him that no-
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where there could he find a fit companion, and
brought him face to face with the woman, the man
said, “She is bone of my bones and flesh of my
flesh—a, very part of my personality,” and the
voice of God answered, ‘‘Therefore,”—therefore
because the only escape from the lifeof the a.n_ima.l,
the true way of realizing your personality, is by
the union in love,—“a man shall leave his fatl;mer
and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife,
and they shall be one flesh.” To Which word
of God, Jesus with sublime authority, added,
“What God hath joined together, let not man put
asunder,”

This ideal had often been forgotten. It was tlie
first work of Jesus to revive it by going to this
humble marriage in Cana of Galilee and manifest-
ing his glory by changing the water of mere natural
desire into the wine of supernatural joy.

Our subject is CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE.

Perhaps we could not find a more evident sign
of the times than the fact that, I venture to say,
on the announcement of this subject your I.mn_ds
have instantly turned to divorce! It 1s signifi-
cant. Thirty years ago divorce was hardly ever
talked about, and we scarcely knew a case that had
oceurred amongst respectable people; bu-t t.o—day
it has usurped the center of the stage, it is the
Problem of the novel, it is the subject of conversa-
tlon af the dinner party, it is talled over between
mother anq child, it clamors in the police courts,
It demands that legislators change the laws, and
1% confuses the councils of the Church. It would
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seem ab times as if marriage had disappeared and
that the chief human interest was divoree.

Now this change has come about little by little,
until it has reached a proportion that I think you
and I, because we are so familiar with it, do not
begin to understand. I saw sometime ago a little
girl—a dear little child—telling her fortune with
cards. It seemed a very delightful fortune, as T
listened to it, and looked at her face. She found
that she was to marry a prince, live in a splendid
castle, have a number of beautiful children, and
then she turned over another card and with a
merry laugh said, “How funny! then I am going
to be divorced.” She had no more thought of evil
than an angel in the presence of God, but what a
revelation of the moral atmosphere in which that
little child had lived, that she should have supposed
it possible that such a thing should ever come!
She had heard it talked over as one of the probabil-
ities of life. I the nurse were to come into your
boudoir and tell you that she suspected germs of
tuberculosis in the nursery, whata panie you would
be in; but to be told that your children are taking
into their systems the germs of hell, what are we to
say to that?

Let us ask ourselves what is the cause of thig
state of affairs. There are a great many causes.
It has been said, “Divoree is a symptom, not, g,
disease;” but what I think is forgotten is thig
that there are many diseases, the poisonoug germé
of which are propagated by the symptom. The
pustule on the face or the arm is a Symptom of
smallpox, but it is also the means of spreading
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smallpox. Divoree is & symptom of §ocial dise?)seé
and also a means of infecting innocent bu
1y feeble folk.
m?i-l‘;%l;; are the causes? Well, there are & lgreoa];o
many. I shall mention four of them and only

two of them shall I dwell at any length.

(1) The first I believe to be the h’.igiae;‘t elc)i;g:;:
tion of women. This is one 0of ht'he gl:li ye Sl
i ) to us in the 19th cen . o
ilri)gnset: aja(s}inilial for the improvement of family

4 ined to do
and it is destine
Church and State SR ime there is & shadow-
far more.
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that sort. And so she says to herself, ““T have got
my own individual life to consider. I do not
intend to be asphyxiated in this atmosphere of
intellectual death. I owe to myself, I owe to my
chiid, to go free that I may develop my own
personality.”

But in all this talk about personality there is one
thing that is forgotten, and that is that the body
plays a very important part in the development
of if, and that if the body be slighted, sooner or
later it takes its revenge in very subtle ways. This
woman who found she could not consent to remain
in the house of her husband and went forth to be
absolutely free, soon finds that another compan-
ionship is the one thing lacking for the development
of her highest nature, and therefore a divorce,
which perhaps might be justified, is followed by a
marriage which must be condemned.

T am well aware that in saying these things I lay
myself open to the charge of decrying the higher
education of women. I do deery it, but only that
I may plead for the highest education of women
in which the moral element shall be supremei
When the highest element is the intellectual, the
woman thinks her husband is going to read Brown-
ing with her in the evening! Well, if she would use
her imagination and ask herself what sort of 5 life
this man that she despises is living, how day by
day he -;Ioes his dreary work and never complaing
how he is _holgling on o a position that is altoget.he;
uncongenial to him, but which he is afraid to Jot
go for fear she may suffer; how in all the time the
have lived together he has never opened his iipjg



6

&boqt the dreariness, the misery of the deadly
routine that he endures day after day for her sake
o might at least pity him. He never tells her
that in his efforts to make her happy he has gone
0 work the wr ong way and has spent more money
than he can afford. When the bills come in he
'S shaken with fear, but he never asks her to
1“‘3'51"91“3}1-. He determines either to deny himself
or to go into some speculation which will enable
M to meet this unexpected eall upon his ré-
sources. T tell you if some of these highly edu-
cated women would simply use their imaginations
: 11’?‘51@ to try and picture what a man’s real
; © 18; instead of asking him to read Browning,
& ?Dy would try and interpret Browning’s sublime
wlzt}]imsm’ so that life would be made electric
of i 16w courage and joy and hope. The test
};ﬁ)ersona-hty i3 not the amount that I know,
- ¢ amount that I can interpret. And the
8y to develop that personality, which in the
al analysis is self-mastery, is, as Jesus showed,

Y sacrifice, T
0 (? AHOt.]l er cause I believe to be the discovery
Naesthetics and supposedly innoxious narcolics.
fa.ni}b.'res%y that to some of you this will seem almost
if itaf)mc' But let us look at it a moment and see
To v, .When it was found that man could
Peat the primeval miracle and cause a deep sleep
Wa,g&é}_-' lll)pon the body out of whose side a new life
God £ ¢ taken, what hymns of praise went up t0
to a o the lips of women! But now it is 80 €2y
Dply the anaesthetic, it is so easy to get drugs
© deaden pain, that there has come a decay of
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moral fibre until men and ;women alike have begun
to find it impossible to bear pain which is often
purely imaginary. The result is that we not only
are unwilling to bear physical pain, but we have
come to find that anything that is uncomfortable
or disagreeable is to be shunned. The care of
children, the annoyance that they bring, the
limitation of freedom that comes with them, the
lessening of income, the anxiety about their future,
all those things are tending more and more to be
shrunk from, and the result of this deterioration
of moral fibre is, that the childless marriage, which
was once accounted one of the tragedies of life, is
now looked forward to with complacency. I say
nothing about the physical effects—that is not my
province. I believe that a great duty lies upon
the physicians. But I will venture to say this; that
any willing or deliberate atrophy of the spiritual
function of maternity and fatherhood is bound to
end in the degradation of the spiritual life; and
that it isimpossible that mutual respect and love and
confidence can exist between a man and a woman
in the awful intimacy of marriage, when they know
in their hearts that they are failing to fulfill the
purpose God had in mind in the creation of man
and woman; and the result will be that they will
seek divorce because they are disgusted the one
with the other. They have returned to the animal
life and there is no help meet for the soul in it.

T have dwelt upon these two causes and do not
think it is necesssary to dwell upon two others:
the fierce lust for money and the decay in faith in
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the retribution of the Almighty Judge. These
things have been spoken of again and again and
they will be spoken of many times before we die,
therefore T will pass them over and T will ask you
to consider what are the remedies to which we may
look for a change in this state of affairs.

(.1) To begin with the general. We need 2
l‘evw-al of asceticism, not the Manichean asceticism
e S].mpgon Stylites, nor the deadening “bodily
eSXermse ’of the Monastery, but the asceticisim of

t. Paul, better translated by “training.” Men
and women need to go into physical, intellectual,
and moral training that they may be fit to ‘‘run the
Tace that is set before them” and ““ endure hardness
%3 & good soldier of Jesus Christ.” Painis a terri-
ei:; thing and we naturally shrink from it- But
& te can be bought too dear. Sometimes the royal

ature is hest expressed by a crown of thorns.

(2) In the second place we must look for the
temedy in the Home. If you take your little boy
out to walk with you and see some poor, drunker
WTEtC_h in the gutter, you do not lead him near and
ask him to look at him and talk to him about drunk-
eIness: least of all do you suggest to him thab it is
not imprabahle that he himself may meet that fate
iz{ﬁe day. You do not tell your little girl every-
thing you know about some of the women you Pas®
in the streets, And the reason you do not do 0
;S beca.use you know that one of the most subtle
O?CES I the education of the young is the power
mfl“ggeS_tlon, and that to instil into the mind of &
b e child the dangerous heresy that VIS =

& normal and virtue the abnormal thing 17 life,
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is7to undermine the foundation of that child’s
character. The hackneyed lines of Pope do enun-

ciate a profound truth:

“Vice is a monster of so frightful mien,
As to be hated needs to be but seen;
Vet seen too oft, familiar with her face,
We first endure, then pity, then embrace.”

The subject of divorce must be banished from the
conversation of reputable people, unless they would
have their children grow up under the impression
that it is the thing to be contemplated as the not
improbable result of marriage.

(3) And the third remedy is to found be with
the elergy. Let the clergy make it distinetly
understood that, under no circumstances, will they
marry a man or a woman who hag husband or wife
still living, and something will be done to check the
evil. I have heard the question raised whether
a clergyman has a legal right to refuse to marry a
parishioner who comes to him, under the law that
the church allows. I should like to see that law
tested. I should like to see any Judge or Bishop
male a minister marry & man and woman whom he
did not believe should be married! And this the
clergy can do without entering into any discussion
of that somewhat thorny question, “Is the remar-
riage of a divoreced person never to be commended.”
I do not say that, but this I say, that the service
in the prayer book was never intended to be used
except for those who have determined that
death only should separate from the man or the
woman taken at God’s altar and whe have lived
accordingly. It is a mockery to read aloud
that solemn service “Until death us do part,”
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- when a divoreed wife or a divorced husband may

be right, there in the church smiling cynically as
they remember years ago when the same words
were spoken about them. Let us not pollute the
Churph of God. If these people have a right to be
married, and (mark me) I do not say that they
never have, then let then go to the Justice of the
Peace. Itisa civil contract. Let it be witnesssed
before one whom the State appoints according to
the law, that the State has put forth, but do not let
th.er.n come into the Church of God and ask the
minister to declare that ““Those whom God hath
joined together no man shall put asunder.” *

And for my own part I do not think it should
end there. T think if the clergy went further, and
made it distinctly understood that they would not
be party to a marriage in which, in their judgment,
the union was an unfit one, they would save them-
selves from the scorn of the caricaturist and from
the distrust of religious men and women. A man
comes here to be married at those steps. 1 know,
everybody knows, that he has rolled in the gusters
of thig city for the last ten years,and that girl who
stands there to be married knows nothing abous
his life, nor of the life of any other man. Do you
Suppose that I would stand up there and s2y,

Th?se whom God hath joined together?” The
ﬂ?l‘rlage serviee is only to announce the accom-
i) ished faet that God has joined those people

ogether. Do you suppose he has joined that

*1 hope
Pe 1 may not be thought egotistic if I say that this conviction is

not a recent
minjstry,  o¢ Put expresses my own practice from the beginning of my

11

man to that girl, when the whole end and object of
the marriage, as everybody knows, is that the girl
may get some social position that she has longed
for, or that the manmay replete hisempty coffers,—
and where the money went it would be best not to
ask? No, let the eclergy say, “No fee is' large
enough, no social éclat is great enough to induce
us to be a party to this desecration of marriage.”

And lastly, let them assert the pastpral office
and insist that those who are to be married should
come and see them beforehand, that they might
have an opportunity to tell them what that solemn
service means. “ Reverently, discreetly, advisedly,
soberly, and in the fear of God, I take you for better,
for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and
in health, to love, and to cherish, till death us do
part.”” Do they mean it? Tf years after they say,
“We did not know what that service meant,” who
is to blame? The minister that allowed them to
repeat those words and found time to go to a
rehearsal, but no time to have those people face to
face with him in the sight of God, to ask thgm
whether or not they were prepared for the married
life!

Tt has beensaid that our church should not take
too much upon herself in this matter. Well, my
answer is that our church is in & VEIY peculiar
position. There are greab numbers of dwor?ed
people who have never had the slightest connection
with our church, but who cagetly sgek her altar
for their remarriage because they believe that she

will give them a certain sort of social standing.

Therefore the church that is in that unenviable
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positi.on should see to it that she does not sell
the kingdom of God for the mess of society pottage.

i (4) But more implorta-nt than the education of
Uie young, or the public activity of the clergy, isthe
influence of what is called society. In the early
Church excommunication was a great power for
good. It fell into abuse and became an instru-
?ent of cruelty. It has now fallen into such con-
bempt that to say a man has been excommunicated
¥ the Church is almost equivalent to saying he is
an unusually good and wise man. But excom-
munication has not disappeared, and the power of
1;_ has not been lost, though the Church in its
bg;ieddstate is unable to exercise it. It always
i Cﬁe' » not to the officials in the Church, but
it Il‘ls’ﬁlan people. It belongs there to-day.
i wém 0 'nob ]1.651?-&.139. to say that there are a score
o cf]:in m thls_cl t.y who could put a check to this
b Vc?lt?e within a year. Let it once be dis-
balls };;;1 er stood jchaft; those much desired cards to
s t(; - eptions, dinners, and “at homes”’ did not
whe s 51? 1a._ncl Women who' had been divorced and
friends; ths y married again, and I tell you, my
woeld ’ﬁ alt itwould be surprising how many people
TESDODSibI}lc' : that they could live together. Ifor
5. rl 1ty goes with privilege, and those of you
Nl ecognized asleaders in society have got to
a6ttty aaC(_iount to God of your leadership of
leadergil's truly as the minister is to aceount for his
Sa,Wesﬁ 1p qf Ehe congregation.  ‘“When thou
s ta. thief, ~said the psalmist, “thou con-
St unto him and hast been partaker with
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the adulterers. These things hast thou done and I
held my peace. Thou thoughtest wickedly that I
am even such an one as thyself; but I will reprove
thee and set before thee the things which thou hast
done. Consider this, ye that forget God, lest I pluck
you away and there be none to deliver you.” The
leadership of society will depart from those who are
leading society into animalism.

T can imagine three objections madeto this whole
unpleasant discourse. The first is, that nothing is
said about the legal aspects of the problem, and
that this is to-day the burning question in the
church. I can motagree. I thinkecanonicalaction
on this subject may do more harm than good.
Man can not be legislated into the ideal life. The
passing of a eanon may seem to imply that the
ideal is nob already clearly set forth in the mar-
riage service; it may have the effect, that much
legislation on temperance has had, of lessening the
sense of individual responsibility. No law exe-
cutes itself though it is & most popular fallacy
that it does. It may have the effect of widening
the already alarming schism between Qhurch and
State. In as far as marriage is a civil contract,
let the State regulateit. In as much as it is a part
of the ideal life, let the Church endeavor to realize
it. This can only be done by what the Bible
calls “the outpouring of the Spirit,” by what
to-day we call a purified public opinion.” That
is the dynamic we need, and if we can generate
that law will be unnecessary, and, until we do,
futile. Secondly, it would appear as if all
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the trouble were with women and that men
were ot at all to blame., That is not true; but
this is true, that the large majority of those who
seek for divorces are women, and the large majority
of those who desire primarily to be remarried are
women, and there is a reason for it which does not
reflect on the virtue of men. It simply means that
Ien can gratify themselves without secandal and
?ﬁthout the heavy penalty women must pay, and
at women need some mantle of respectability,
and therefore they seek it in what is called &
second or third or I know not whatnumber of mar-
riage. Of old, men put away their wives. To-day
in the large majority of cases, women seek the
divorce and women can put the scandal to an end.
Another objection may be, “Thatitisall very well

to talk ahout exercising the power of excommunica-
tion in society, but you seem to forget that there is
scareely a family which is not touched in one branch
or another by thisevil. Do you suggest that when
We give an entertainment someone in the family
shall be omitted because he or she has been divoreed
and ’G_here has been a little talk about it, and been
married again? Shall we leave them out?” Tt 18
1ot forme to give you advice as members of society,
but T only will remind you that this is the modern
_form In which the everlasting conflict against the
ideal expresses itself. Jesus had in mind the conflict
Whgin he said, “T am come to set a man at variance
agamst his father and the daughter against e
mother, and the daughter-inlaw against -
mother-inlaw, and a man’s foes shall be those
of his own household. He that loveth father
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or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and
he that loveth son or daughter more than me, is
not worthy of me.” You love someone better
than Jesus Christ when you condone the wrong-

doing that is corrupting society.

Now our time has gone without one word about
Christian marriage, and yet what need to say many
words. It is all so simple—a Christian marriage.
We need not try to draw an imaginary pmture. of
bliss such as the world has never seeh and which
the conditions of life on this earth ma-lcg imposlmble.
No, my friends, it is very simple. It is the life of

2 man and awoman who have bidden Jesus joo come

to their wedding and bidden him not 0nCe, I SOME
has no relation to the

mystie, strange way that

understanding or will of man, but who are bidding
every day to come to them the same spirit
he walked

that he bore in his heart that day
across the hills from Nazareth to Cana—the
spirit of love. The love that will not makeit-
self the first object, as he would not perform a
miracle for his own glory. A love that seeks not
its own, but another’s. A love that seelss fo supply
what iy lacking in the other’s life—lacking in the
husband’s intellectual development, Iack'mg. in the
wife’s moral stability, lacking anywhere i life—let
love supply the lack, as Jesus did when they told
him there was no wine. -A love that goes about
the household and the daily life, transmuting fhe
common into the divine. A love that counts no
thing so common or unworthy that it will not gild
it with the glory of the heavenly Jove. Ah, best
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of all,—best of allfor those whom Godhas given to
know it—a love that keeps the best for the last.
The passion of youth has died away, the struggles
of manhood have worn themselves out; but at the
last is given that draught of pure love, where the
spirits are mingled in a perfect communion.
““Grow old along with me—the best is yet to be,”
where each can to the other say, ‘Thou hast kept
the good wine until now.
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